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WELCOME TO PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL 

 

 

If we live by the Spirit,  

let us also be guided  

by the Spirit. 
 

Galatians 5:25 

OPEN TO EVERYONE SINCE 1998 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL  
Lead Pastor - Barry Petrucci 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

(269) 327-6643                 pchum.org 



Prelude           It Is Well With My Soul     by Phillip P. Bliss 

                    arr. by John Purifoy 

Gathering Prayer               Barry Petrucci 

Song      Hear Our Praises        

“My Saint” Presentation          Alex Fry 

Song          You Say 

Call To Worship                 Jenaba Waggy 

Pastoral Prayer...The Lord’s Prayer        Pat Catellier 

“My Saint” Presentation         Addie Phillips 

Children’s Time           Andrea Trantham 

Hymn           Lone Wild Bird             
 

Scripture             Acts 1:1-11 
 

Message     Foundational Fruits: Peace   Jenaba Waggy 
 

Special Music Offering His Eye Is On The Sparrow 

       Caitlin Rorke & Sam Macey, accompanied by Carl Doubleday of Milwood UMc           
      

Prayer Stations           

Closing Liturgy         

Song         Do It Again       

Hymn         Let There Be Peace On Earth       
                

Sending 

Postlude     Call To Service        by David Paxton 

MAY 24, 2020 
7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - ASCENSION SUNDAY - 10 A.M. 

FOUNDATIONAL FRUITS: PEACE 



UP FROM PANDEMIC: CRISIS AND OPPORTUNITY 
 

Two full months into our lives of sheltering in place, we have all been wondering about when something like    
normal might emerge again.  When can we return to our jobs? Will our jobs return at all?  Will it be safe to be back 
in school in the Fall and will there still be a dominant online component?  When can we be sure it is ok to have 
those delayed grad parties or wedding celebrations?  What about our church?  What will worship and groups look 
like?  So much wondering and so many questions.  I have been right there with everybody else.  The questions are 
legion.  Fortunately, when I am wrestling with questions, I as pastor get to pull folks together to have some      
conversation.  So, the Guidance Board and a few Core Team Leaders and I had a Zoom meeting on Wednesday.  
On Thursday it was folks who lead our worship life, from music, to hospitality, to ushers, to technology, and     
sacred space.  I wanted to share with you all that, first, there are FAR more questions at this point than there are 
answers.  And, second, we do well beginning to seek answers by affirming our mission, vision and core values as 
congregation…our identity. 
 

We begin with the affirmation that there is no conflict between our faith and science.  The world has been gifted 
with people who are guiding us with the best science available, and even when it does not have all the answers we 
want, we trust that answers for the good of all will emerge.  Being a “faith community where everyone is loved and 
responds to God’s call” (from our Vision Statement) we take seriously that everything must be done to minimize 
the risk of COVID-19 for all.  We shut down Chapel Hill’s physical presence in the community and moved     
ministry online, by phone, by snail-mail because it was the right thing to do.  Our stewardship of all life would 
have us do nothing less. 
 

And now we are getting antsy.  We want to know when we can “go back”.  Here is what I know following        
conversations with our leaders, and trusted leaders in the broader Body of Christ universal.  We are being the 
church even as we are not in the building.  Worship continues and will continue to be online.  It will evolve in the 
next few weeks to include musicians recording together in the sanctuary, using all of the safety means we have   
become used to…six-foot separation and all that!  For a time we will continue to compile worship into one        
element to be released at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings on Facebook, but other formats will evolve.  After that, we 
will bring more worship leadership into the sanctuary and live-stream worship, so that you all can participate in 
worship in real time.  We do not have clarity on how long that stage will continue, but at some point worship    
utilizing family units and social distancing will happen.  It is likely that may not happen until September.  Or later.   
That depends on answers that are outside of our control, like whether the flattening of the curve will go flat, or 
raise up again in a second wave of infection.  In all of this, Chapel Hill leaders and I are committed first to the 
health and well-being of all connected to this faith community.  That includes those who are coming to know us 
for the first time in our online manifestation! 
 

To that point, we would do well to take advantage of this time by each of us making a commitment to be in touch 
with others we are missing…by phone, notes, prayers.  This is a great time to arrange a small group by Zoom (an 
online meeting platform Chapel Hill is using).  Lisa Drzick, our Office Manager, can help make that happen. Her 
email address is lisadrzick@pchum.org. It is also a great time to notice folks you don’t know during Facebook 
worship, and message them a greeting.  Need help with that?  Tonya Boot is the “go-to” for social media, so    
contact her at tonyaboot@pchum.org.  This time out of the building is a great time to transform crisis into the 
opportunity to welcome, create new relationships, and strengthen those relationships we have treasured for years. 
 

Rabbi Shem Tov says, “Remembrance is the secret to redemption.”  What greater redemption is there than to take 
this chaos of pandemic and watch it become a milestone of new creation? 
 

Be Safe, Be Well, Be Blessed~ 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Barry  



GIVE BY MAIL: 
 

Portage Chapel Hill Church 
7028 Oakland Dr. 
Portage MI 49024 
 

GIVE ONLINE: 

pchum.org/give 

 

GIVE ON REALM: 

onrealm.org/pchum 

Log in to your Realm account 

and go to the Giving section. 

TEXT-TO-GIVE: 

Text “PCHUM” to 73256     

STAY CONNECTED 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be lifted in prayer or added to       
the prayer chain, contact Shirley Freeman at                
shirleytupperfreeman@gmail.com or (269) 381-8208. 

WEEKLY EMAIL 
Want to find out all the important events at Portage    
Chapel Hill? Get signed up for the weekly email by       
contacting office@pchum.org. 

SMALL GROUPS KEEP ZOOMING 
Looking for a way to connect during this time of      
social isolation? Are you thinking you might want to 
stick closer to home even after the Executive Orders 
have been lifted? Many small groups are continuing    
to meet online. Fermenting Faith and the FaithLink 
Sunday School class are just two of the groups that 
have continued to meet during this time of social      
isolation, and newcomers are always welcome. While   
it is not the same as a face to face meeting, it is a    
meaningful connection with great conversations. If  
you would like to participate in one of these Zoom 
meetings, or if you would like your small group to get 
started with Zoom, contact your group leader, the 
church office at office@pchum.org, or Tonya Boot  
at tonyaboot@pchum.org. Fermenting Faith and  
FaithLink are committed to meeting through the   
summer and forgo the traditional summer hiatus.  
Hope to see you soon via Zoom! 

FACEBOOK 
By now most folks should be aware that worship has 
temporarily moved to Chapel Hill’s Facebook page 
each Sunday at 10 a.m. But did you know that church 
staff are busy on the Facebook page all week long?   
Go to facebook.com/PCHUM.church to find      
Bible studies, devotionals, children’s activities,          
announcements… we even occasionally post just for 
fun! While you’re there, make sure to join Chapel Hill’s 
Facebook Group, called PCHUM Home. The Group 
is where anyone can post, comment, and participate in 
conversations. If you do not have a Facebook account 
you can still go to facebook.com/PCHUM.church 
to access the videos. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
 

 Saturday, June 20 
 Fellowship Hall 
 

Chapel Hill is pleased to announce that we will be 
holding a Blood Drive on Saturday, June 20. The Red 
Cross reports thousands of blood drives have been 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, so the need 
for donations is critical. With that said, because of the 
pandemic this blood drive will look a little different 
than the drives Chapel Hill has hosted in the past. 
Walk-in donors will not be accepted. In order to donate 
blood you must register at redcrossblood.org and  
enter the sponsor code “CHUM.” In addition, the 
homemade snacks and soups that Chapel Hill has    
provided at past drives will not be allowed. Volunteers 
will still be needed to make this drive a success. Please 
contact Blood Drive Coordinator Sue Dueweke at   
suzydue@sbcglobal.net if you would like to         
volunteer. 
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