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WELCOME TO PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL 

 
 

If we live by the Spirit,  

let us also be guided  

by the Spirit. 
 

Galatians 5:25 

OPEN TO EVERYONE SINCE 1998 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL  
Lead Pastor - Barry Petrucci 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

(269) 327-6643                 pchum.org 



 
STAYING AWAY…COMING BACK 
 

This Sunday will be our seventh week doing worship from our computers, devices, TVs.  The church building at 7028 
Oakland Dr. has been quiet, as preschool, community groups, food pantry, meetings, music teams, Christian education, 
small groups and more have not been meeting or have been meeting in the digital universe.  Staff offices have been 
empty, everyone doing their rapidly changing work from home spaces.  It is what pandemic looks like from the vantage 
point of “church.”  As the world stirs wanting to “get out” and as the economy suffers weeks of lowered production 
and customers that need to be served in very different ways, folks are pushing back on authorities…and authorities are 
being embarrassingly inconsistent in messages grounded in good science and best practices.   
 

I stand with our Governor and I stand with most faith community leaders in believing that science is real and that we 
need to give this virus space and time, even when it is terribly inconvenient, even when it is costly, even when some will 
lose jobs, even when it means that Christian community will need to look different for a while longer.  What I know is 
that “staying away” is the right thing to do for the overall health of all our communities.  And I know that “coming 
back” will not involve the simple return to all the ways we did life prior to March 12 when the decision was made to 
close down the pre-pandemic ways of life at Chapel Hill.  Even as we had, and continue to have, a “learning curve” to 
do faith community in new ways, we will have a like curve to move us back to something that looks more familiar, 
though it will not be the same.  We will not be “coming back” to full worship, with folks gathered elbow-to-elbow at 
the coffee and cookie bar.  We won’t have greeters offering hands of welcome in the same way.  “Coming back” will 
likely begin with small groups and meetings in larger rooms where we can continue best-practices of social distancing.  
“Coming back” will mean worship teams being able to come back to the sanctuary to lead live-streaming worship,    
before smaller groups come back to physical presence in the sanctuary.  “Coming back” will likely mean one blended 
worship experience for a while…until there is clarity that we are safe being in one another’s presence. 
 

For now, I ask that we, as good stewards of the world God has gifted to us, continue to be patient and advocate to  
continue the recommendations of folks of science who are giving us their best expertise in dealing with this virus.  The 
religion we share does not stand contrary to science but takes the best of all we know and prays into it with faith, hope 
and, always, love. 
 

Be safe, be well, be blessed, 

IN DIFFICULT TIMES… 

It has been a hard time to be out of physical contact.  We have been doing our best to keep in touch with each other by 
email, text, messages and (gasp!) phone call.  Still these are hard times to be upfront and real about the impact this        
pandemic is having on family life and incomes. I want to remind us all that we are the 21st century evolution of the early 
Church that existed in very hard times and “held all things in common.”  At a time such as this, it is critical for those who 
have to share with those who are struggling.  So, folks have been in touch with me wanting to give to the Helping Hand 
Fund, a Pastor’s discretionary fund to be used to help members of the faith community who are struggling. I write this to 
remind those who are financially insecure that we are here for you and the Helping Hand Fund is a confidential resource 
between pastor and people.  If you have need, please be in touch with me at barrypetrucci@pchum.org or by calling  
(269) 760-0278.  We are a people giving in support, prayer, and resources.  Together, by the abundant grace of God, we 
will get through this.  

BY MAIL: 

Portage Chapel Hill Church 
7028 Oakland Dr. 
Portage MI 49024 
 
Write “Helping Hand” on    
your check’s memo line. 

ONLINE: 

pchum.org/give 
 

Find “Helping Hand”    
under the Faith In Action 
heading. 

ON REALM: 

onrealm.org/pchum 
 

Log in to your Realm account, 
go to the Giving section, and 
select Helping Hand from the 
list of funds. 

TEXT-TO-GIVE: 

Text “PCHUM” to 73256    
and select Helping Hand. 

mailto:barrypetrucci@pchum.org


   MAY 3, 2020 
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - 10 A.M. 

FOUNDATIONAL FRUITS: PATIENCE AND FAITHFULNESS 

Prelude            Blest Are They         by David Haas 

                    arr. by Jeanne Cotter 
 

 

Gathering Prayer                 Jenaba Waggy 
 

Songs           You Say        New Life Team

                   New Wine 
 

Call To Worship            Pat Catellier 
 

Pastoral Prayer...The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Children’s Time           Andrea Trantham 
 

Hymn     My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
 

Scripture      Luke 15:11-32 
 

Message                       The Patience of God        Barry Petrucci 
 

Special Music Offering   Little Innocent Lamb  Darlene & Fred Sang 
 

Prayer Stations 
 

Closing Liturgy          
 

Songs           No Matter What                      

                Old Church Choir 
 

Sending 
 

Postlude                  An Irish Blessing    arr. by Carsten Gerlitz 



 

Domain: ChapelHill_guest 

Password: PCHUMguest 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be lifted in prayer or added to       

the prayer chain, contact Shirley Freeman at                
shirleytupperfreeman@gmail.com or (269) 381-

STAY CONNECTED 

WEEKLY EMAIL 
Want to find out all the important events at Portage    
Chapel Hill? Get signed up for the weekly email by       

contacting office@pchum.org. 

 Please Check-in on Facebook 
Or check us out  

LIVING IN A PANDEMIC: ONE PERSON’S VIEW        by Deacon Pat Catellier 
 

For the past six weeks I feel like I have been living in a science fiction movie where horrific things    
happen to people because they ignored the warning signs, and now they are suffering the consequences. 
The effects of  this virus are beyond belief. Over forty thousand lives have been lost. Twenty-two million 
people have filed for unemployment. Essential businesses have been reduced to gas stations, grocery 
stores, doctors’ offices, and hospitals. Parks and beaches are closed. Our way of  life has been totally   
upended. 
 

I am grateful for those who work so courageously for the good of  us all—doctors, nurses, and others 
connected to the medical profession; grocery store workers, truck drivers and all those who are keeping 
us supplied with what we need; scientists who are working day and night to develop more effective 
drugs or a vaccine. I see your posts on Facebook and am amazed at your strength and courage. Others 
have made hundreds of  masks to donate to those in need. My exceedingly small part in this is to stay 
home and order a few meals from local restaurants. 
 

I find myself  praying a lot. For our world. For world leaders who are trying to manage this crisis. I pray 
for those who are battling this cruel virus and for families who have lost loved ones. I lift prayers for 
folks in nursing homes, prisons, and for the children and families confined at our southern border.  I 
wonder if  there is adequate medical staff  to care for them and if  there are enough gowns, masks, and 
ventilators. I am afraid for them. 
 

The world has been thrown into uncertainty and chaos, yet in my heart of  hearts, I believe that God is 
present and walking with us each day amid this turmoil. I keep remembering the psalmist’s words, “Be 
still and know that I am God.” Thanks be to God. 


