
 

STILL, SMALL, HIDDEN… 

 

Skepticism is a very good thing. If the world is any indicator, it is a good thing           

because it is pervasive; our world feels saturated with attitudes that approach   

everything with skepticism, if not doubt.  But I honor skepticism because I live it! I find 

it healthy to analyze before swallowing hook, line, and sinker!  And while it seems 

true that more and more people have decided that skepticism has led them to a 

place of atheism (there is no god) or agnosticism (the existence of god is not    

knowable), it is also true that most of us let down the shield of doubt long enough to 

consider that something deeply sacred, holy, beyond mere human explanation 

happened in a village of the ancient near east more than a couple of millennia 

ago!  So we allow ourselves to enter into Christian sanctuaries to sing songs old and 

new, to hear the ancient texts, and to join the little lights of our individual candles  

into one great collective light.  And we sing, “Silent night, holy night.  All is calm all is 

bright.”  And somewhere in our depths we want more than anything for it to be real 

for us…for me. 

 

The ancient Biblical tradition has the voice of God being “still and small.” Still…  

Small…  And today Hidden as well because in a world of more natural disasters in 

the last year than most of us can remember, a world of genocide, war, terror, a  

multitude of “-isms” that legitimize pushing people to the outside edge of human 

community, it is nearly impossible to see a benevolent spirit caring for us at all. We 

get it, briefly, when we gather around the mystery of this hour. And yet, our skeptical 

selves still question.  

 

So, I invite you to not let Christmas Eve fold over to Christmas Day, and Christmas 

Day to the New Year, without giving yourself the gift of connecting with this faith  

community long enough and deeply enough to give the questions a chance. This 

just may be the beginning of a most important journey for us all as we make our way 

in a confusing and often difficult world.  

Barry Petrucci, Lead Pastor 



 

JOIN A WEEKLY CLASS~ANYTIME 

SUNDAYS @ 10:05AM 
FaithLink:  
FaithLink takes a brief, fast-paced look at a new topic each 
week. No homework to be completed.  Just bring a curious 
mind.  Room #218  

Upper Room Bible Study: This weekly Bible study is led 
by Joe Buysse. Room #209 

LiFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) meets in the  
Fellowship Hall.  

 

TUESDAYS  
Lectionary Bible Study:  Join Pastor Barry as he leads a 
discussion on weekly Bible teachings. Meets in            
Room #108 at 7:00pm 

January 7 at 3:00pm 

 

Connect with a small group this new year!  Learn 

more at pchum.org/smallgroups. There is a 

group for you.  

***Reminder:  December 31 has only one      

service at 9:00am 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Resumes January 7 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 Resumes January 7 during 9:00am worship 
 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS  
 Wednesday nights 5:45pm -7:15pm (6:00pm-7:00pm 

for preschool-kindergarten) during the school year  

 For Kids in Preschool through 12th Grade 

 Resumes January 10 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP  

SUNDAY NIGHTS 
 Kicks off January 7th at 7:00pm, Fellowship 

 Grades 5 thru 12 are invited 

 Bring your friends! 

 Indoor Sports, Games, Music, Snacks 

@ 

Winter Jam 2018 at  
Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids 
Event available to Grades 9-12 
Concert starts at 6pm, but as experienced Jammers will tell 
you, we need to get there early! 
Meet at Youth House at 2pm 
Event cost $20 ($15 ticket + food before show) 
Contact larryfrench@pchum.org for more info 

YOUTH GROUP OVERNIGHT 
January 3-4 
Starts at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall 
Pick up at 11:00am 
Open to Grades 6-12 
Friends are always welcome  

 

Here is a reminder of the various ways you can give through 
Portage Chapel Hill: 

 Weekly Offering via cash or checks 

 Online:  Set up 1-time or recurring giving on 
www.pchum.org/give 

 Stock Donations 

 Legacy Giving 



CHAPEL HILL ON THE WEB 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

youth:  PCHUM Youth Hapnins! 

office@pchum.org 

PCHUM.org 

Join us each Sunday Morning 

Starting January 7 


