
   

   August 22, 2021  13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

As for me  

and my house,  

we will serve the Lord. 
 

Joshua 24:15 

OPEN TO EVERYONE SINCE 1998 
 

Pastor Barry Petrucci  —  Pastor Jess Davenport 

(269) 327-6643 pchum.org 

https://pchum.org/home


 

Prelude             To A Rose   

 

Pastoral Welcome         Jess Davenport & Barry Petrucci 

 

Call To Worship            

 

Songs           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    UMH 384 
 

             Spirit Open My Heart     On Screen 

 

Pastoral Prayer                   

 

Blessing of the Backpacks                 

 

Scripture         Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18           Tonya Boot 

 

Message                   Where Is God Now?         Pat Catellier 

 

Offering & Special Music            One God         Darlene Sang 

 

Dedication 

 

Hymn                  The Servant Song      FWS 2222 
           In Verses 1 & 6, please replace the words “Brother, sister” with “Beloved sibling” 

 

Closing Liturgy         

 

Song                        In the Midst of New Dimensions    FWS 2238 
     In Verse 4, please change the words “We are man and we are woman”  to “We are human, all beloved” 

 

Blessing                                                                                                                 

 

Postlude        Holy Darkness 

UMH—Red Book  FWS—Black Book 



   

Portage Chapel Hill Church’s brand new      
preschool, Kaleidoscope Kids, is now enrolling 
students for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Please help us out by telling your friends and 
family and by posting to your social media   
accounts! Visit kaleidoscopekids.org to learn 
more. 

In this back-to-school season, Portage Chapel 
Hill is mindful that there are families in our 
community for whom buying school supplies 
is an added budget strain. If you are able and 
willing, please pick up gift cards from Target, 
Meijer or Walmart in any denomination. The 
church will give the gift cards to the staff at 
Haverhill Elementary School in Portage, who 
will distribute the cards to families who need 
them. A collection basket is in the lobby. If you 
have any questions please contact Andrea 
Trantham at andreatrantham@pchum.org. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

 

Pastor Barry will be leading a 12-week study 
of the New Testament Tuesday nights at     
6:30 pm on Zoom, beginning September 14.    
If you were in the Old Testament study earlier 
this year, there is no need to sign up again—
you are already registered. But if you missed 
out earlier this year you may sign up for the 
New Testament session now. Go to 
pchum.org/christianeducation to register. 
There is a required study guide available in   
the office for a suggested donation of $15.       
If you have any questions please email          
office@pchum.org or call (269) 327-6643. 

This Sunday, August 22, Portage Chapel Hill Church will offer a special blessing during worship to 
all students heading back to school in the next few weeks. This faith community will be called to 
pray for and support our students from the smallest preschooler all the way up to those finishing 
up graduate school. We will also pray for teachers, administrators and all adults in the lives of each 
student. We recognize that as students enter school this year they do so with a sense of concern 
and caution. It is good for us to share this concern together but to also remind ourselves to put our 
fears in God's hands.   
 

Chapel Hill will also soon see the return of Sunday School and Children in Worship time. As more 
kids return to church, you may notice the volume in the Sanctuary during worship increasing or you 
may find yourself distracted by things the kids are    doing. I encourage you to celebrate those mo-
ments as part of our diversity in faith. Each small child is a part of God's family and we thank God 
for the creation of each one. It is important to us at Chapel Hill for kids to be in worship because it 
gives the opportunity for adults to model how we worship to our children. And it is just as im-
portant for them to model their joy and love to us.   
 

This week I encourage you to pray each day for our schools, students, and all the adults involved in 
their lives. Also pray that our kids show everyone God's love while teaching the adults around them 
to do the same.   
 

          Andrea Trantham, Director of Children’s Ministries 

The Pastors will be shaping a Fall Worship    
series with book study options for small 
groups on “Celebrating Discipleship!” This is 
all about ways to grow closer to God and   
community. If you would like help getting   
connected to small groups for this study, or 
any group, please be in touch with Tonya Boot, 
tonyaboot@pchum.org. 

mailto:tonyaboot@pchum.org
mailto:andreatrantham@pchum.org
mailto:office@pchum.org
https://pchum.org/christianeducation
https://www.kaleidoscopekids.org/


 

All are invited to a church and community picnic on Sunday, September 12              

immediately following the 10 am worship service. Lunch is being provided by     

God’s Kitchen of Michigan. This free meal will be open to the whole community,              

so please help us spread the word! 

 

ISAAC Virtual Banquet 
 

 Thursday, October 14 
 6 pm on Zoom 
 

Interfaith Strategy for Action & Advocacy in   
the Community (ISAAC) is pleased to have     
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, author of “Tears We 
Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America,” as 
the keynote speaker for it’s annual banquet.  
Save the date; Zoom link will be made available 
at a later date. 

Rally For Equality—OutFront Kalamazoo 
 

 Saturday, September 18 
 11 am—2 pm in Bronson Park 
 

This one-day outdoor event will give the 
LGBTQ+ community and its allies an               
opportunity to come together in person to raise 
our visibility and rally our community around 
the unfinished work of LGBTQ+ equity.  

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

 Saturday, October 16 
 10:15 am—4 pm in Fellowship Hall 
 

Give the gift of life by donating blood at the 
next Red Cross Blood Drive hosted by Portage 
Chapel Hill Church. Volunteers are also needed 
to work at this event to help make it a success. 
Please consider giving your time. 

4th Wednesday Meal with God’s Kitchen 
 

 Wednesday, September 22 
 4:30—6 pm, in Fellowship Hall 
 

Portage Chapel Hill is teaming up with God’s 
Kitchen of Michigan to provide a free           
community meal on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month. This monthly dinner will be open 
to everyone—please help us spread the word! 



   

It is all feeling very “old” right about now. Old news of COVID strains, pushing, pulling 

and politicizing of masks and vaccinations. Old news of in-person versus Zoom    

versus hybrid. Old news of church doing the best it can in these times when “best it 

can” seems old, too!  And God speaks through Isaiah more than 2500 years ago: 

Remember not the former things, 
    nor consider the things of old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 

    - Isaiah 43:18-19 

The prophet Isaiah speaks this to a nation that has watched its Holy City, Jerusalem, 

and its Temple desecrated and destroyed. He speaks this to a people exiled by its 

captors, forced to bring their talents to benefit an unholy enemy. Just when Israel is 

crying in anguish for all that used to be, the prophet, the “mouthpiece of God,” calls 

the people to look to the new thing God is doing. God will make a way in the desert 

and will create rivers in the dryness. 

What does some old prophet have to do with us? Well, consider that near the        

conclusion of John’s vision in the Book of Revelation, “the Lamb on the throne” says,  

 “See, I am making all things new!  Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.”  Then he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the          
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water 
as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 

    - Revelation 21:5-6 

The Lamb, Jesus, makes all things new…especially when all we think we have is old 

news all around this. This vision, after all, is given to John while he was imprisoned 

by the very old news of the Roman empire! God makes things new most perfectly 

just when we think we are mired in the old. So, Chapel Hill, watch as God does a new 

thing in and among us as we continue to deepen faith and active discipleship…in the 

midst of old news, we continue to proclaim the Good News that is new all the time. 

 

 

Pastor Barry 


