


December 1:  Waiting 
 
Say Aloud:  
Right now we are beginning the season of Advent. At 
the end of Advent is Christmas. The word “advent” 
means “coming.” It is the season when we remember 
the coming of Jesus Christ, God’s only son, into the 
world. Have you ever waited for something for a long 
time? God’s people had been waiting for a very long 
time for God to send a Savior to them and keep all of 
his promises. That Savior was Jesus–who was born 
long ago in a stable in Bethlehem. The baby Jesus 
would grow up to save all of God’s people. Like the 
people of Israel, we are waiting for him to come. 
 
Pray:  
Jesus, thank you for coming down into our world! As 
we learn about your coming, help us to see what you 
have done for us. Help us to see how we can do good 
things for other people. Amen. 
 
Read:   
Psalm 130 

December 2:  Creator 
 
Say Aloud:  
The whole world was created by God. Can you name 
something that God made? God made everything that 
we see around us–the earth, the water, the plants, the 
animals. Even the bright sun and the moon were set in 
space by God. And God made every person that lives 
and ever has lived. After God made the world, God said 
that it was good. But sometimes bad things happen in 
the world. When bad things happen we can trust that 
God sent his son Jesus to the world to help us see the 
good things and to share the good things with other 
people.  
 
Pray:  
O God, we praise you because you are good, and you 
made good things. Even when bad things happen you 
are always there to remind us of the good. Thank you, 
God. 
 
Read:  
Psalm 104:24-30 



December 3: We Are Like Sheep 
 
Say Aloud:  
Do you remember what “Advent” means? We have 
learned that in Advent we are remembering when      
Jesus came and how there were so many people    
waiting for him. But why did God send Jesus into the 
world? God sent Jesus to tell all the people in the world 
that every single person is loved by God, no matter 
what. The Bible says we are all like sheep: we wander 
off our own way, far from God. But Jesus came to say 
that no matter how far we wander away, God will        
always love us and welcome us back.  
 
Pray:  
God, we confess that sometimes we wander off our 
own way and we think we don’t need you. Please      
forgive us. Thank you for sending Jesus into the world 
to tell us that you always love us! Amen.  
 
Read:  
Isaiah 53:4-6 

December 4: Jesus is coming 
 
Say Aloud:   
It is so hard to wait for Christmas.  Waiting is hard.  As 
Mary and Joseph waited for Jesus, I’m sure they got 
impatient like we do.  But when you are waiting for a 
baby, there is so much to do.  They had to prepare for 
the baby.  What do we do to prepare for Jesus?  I’m not 
talking about hanging the stockings or checking if the 
lights still work.  Instead, we need to prepare our hearts 
to receive God’s perfect gift.   
 
Pray:  
Lord, we are excited Jesus is coming.  Please still our 
minds and open our hearts to the real gift of the sea-
son.  Amen. 
 
Read:   
Luke 1:13-17 



December 5:  Jesus is the Light 
  
Say Aloud:  
Do you know what it is like to sit in the darkness? It is 
like being blind. You can’t see anything. Have you ever 
been in the dark and then someone came and turned 
on the light? There is a verse in the Old Testament that 
tells what it would be like for the world when Jesus 
came. It says, “the people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). That was what it 
was like when Jesus came to earth. He brought light 
into the whole world! The light he brought is the truth 
about God’s love and hope for all people. He said, “I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
  
Pray:  
Dear Jesus, we praise you for shining your light when 
we were in the darkness. We know that there are many 
people in the world who still don’t know that God loves 
them. Let your light shine through us, in how we live, 
that they might see it and know God’s love, too. Amen. 
  
Read:  
Isaiah 9:2-7 

December 6: Mary and the Angel 

 

Say Aloud:  

Mary was an ordinary woman.  She was extraordinary 
in her love and in her trust in God, but she didn’t have 
super powers.  She wasn’t a movie star or the most 
beautiful woman.  She wasn’t the smartest or the 
strongest.  When God picks us, it is not because we are 
the best person ever.  It is because we were given gifts 
by God for that special job.  Mary’s gifts from God 
made her the best choice to be Jesus’ mother.  What 
are some gifts that you have from God?  How can you 
use those gifts to help those around you and to show 
God’s great love? 

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for my unique gifts that make me 
like no one else.  Help me use them to make the world 
a better place.   Amen.  

 

Read:  

Luke 1:26-33 



December 7: Mary and Elizabeth 

 

Say Aloud: 

Mary and Elizabeth were cousins and both pregnant 
together.  I’m sure it was nice to know that what they 
were feeling was normal and to have someone to listen 
to them that understood what they were going 
through.  Do you have someone in your life that         
understands you, just as you?  Have you thanked God 
for that person?  Have you told that person that you are 
thankful they are in your life?  Why not tell them today?  

  

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for putting people in my life that 
love who I am.  Please let other people find that person 
in me.  Thank you for sending people to us that can 
help us and love us.  Amen.  

 

Read:  

Luke 1:39-45 

December 8: Mary and Joseph 

 

Say Aloud:   

Mary and Joseph were going to have a baby.  How do 
you feel when your family is going to get a new          
baby?  Do you feel excited for a new playmate?  Do you 
feel worried they may take time away from you?  Do 
you feel nervous because a baby means big          
changes?  I’m sure Mary and Joseph felt all of those 
emotions too.  A baby means everyone’s lives will 
change.  When you joined your family, all of their lives 
changed on that day too. 

 

Pray:   

Thank you God for babies.  Thank you for sending     
Jesus as a baby so we could understand that Jesus is 
just like us.  Thank you for watching over all the babies 
everywhere.  We love you.  Amen. 

 

Read:  

Matthew 1:18-24 



 

December 9: Mary’s song 

 

Say Aloud:  

When Mary found out she was going to be Jesus’ 
mother, she broke out in song.  We sometimes use the 
fancy word ‘Magnificat’ (pronounced Mag-NIF-ih-
caht)  which is an utterance of praise.  Mary was so  
excited, she sang her happiness and thanks to God.  If 
you were going to sing praises to God, what would you 
sing about?  Who would you sing about?  How would 
you thank God? 

 

Pray:   

Thank you God for all the gifts we have.  Thank you   
also for the gift of music and poetry and the many 
ways we can praise you.  It feels good to praise you 
and give thanks  to You. Amen. 

 

Read:   

Luke 1:46-55 

December 10: Elizabeth and John 

 

Say Aloud:  

Shortly after Mary leaves to go back to Joseph,        
Elizabeth has her baby, John.  There is a lot of rejoicing 
that a healthy baby boy is born.  Part of the reason 
they celebrated with Elizabeth is because she had been 
waiting so long to have a baby.  With the coronavirus, 
are there things you have not been able to do?  What 
have you been waiting a long time for?  I wonder if we 
will want many parties to celebrate when we can get 
back together. 

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for hearing our prayers and        
answering them.  Thank you for healing our hurting 
hearts and for helping us get through this hard 
time.  Fill our hearts with hope and joy as we look     
forward to a brighter future.  Amen. 

 

Read:  

Luke 1:57-64 



December 11:  Zechariah’s Prophecy 

 

Say Aloud:  

When an angel told Zechariah that he and Elizabeth 
would have a baby, he doubted God.  Because of this, 
he lost the ability to speak until John was born.  When 
his voice came back to him, he prophesied (said what 
would happen in the future).  He has a lot to say about 
the greatness of God and what John’s role would be in 
Jesus’ ministry.  Would you want to be able to      
prophecy about the future?  What do you think you 
would tell people? 

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for your great plan for John. 
Thank you for sending John to help us understand    
Jesus.  I know that you also have a plan for me 
God.  Please let me know the plan and do things that 
will help all the world.  Amen. 

 

Read:  

Luke 1: 67-80 

December 12: Caesar Augustus 

 

Say Aloud:  

A few months ago, our whole country took a             
census.  We counted how many were in our house; 
men, women and children. Our country bases a lot of 
money related decisions on this information.  It was no 
different in Jesus’ time except that they didn’t have the 
internet.  Many people couldn’t write either.  So Mary 
and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to be counted, along 
with Joseph’s relatives.  I wonder if they counted the 
women and children or just the men?  Did they count 
Jesus?  

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for counting us as your             
children.  We know that no one is forgotten when you 
do the counting.  May we look for those who feel like 
they don’t count and give them some of your great 
love.   Amen. 

 

Read:  

Luke 2:1-3 



December 13: Mary and Joseph Travel 

 

Say Aloud:  

Have you ever taken a long trip?  What did you do to 
pass the time?  Mary and Joseph had to take a long 
trip, probably walking, and Mary was very pregnant 
with Jesus.  I bet the trip seemed very long and tiring 
for both Joseph and Mary.  I wonder if they hoped for a 
nice warm bed when they got to Bethlehem? 

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for getting Mary and Joseph   
safely to Bethlehem.  Please keep everyone traveling 
this Christmas safe and healthy.  Amen. 

 

Read:  

Luke 2:4-5 

December 14: There’s No Room 
 

Say Aloud:  

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, it was a 
busy place.  Everyone from David’s family line was 
hanging out to be counted.  All the inns and guest 
houses were stuffed full.  It must have been super 
cramped for them to send a pregnant girl and her   
husband away.  Thank goodness that one innkeeper 
didn’t just say no. It was true there was no room        
inside, but there was a little covered space out back, if 
they weren’t too picky. A barn with smelly animals is 
definitely not what Joseph and Mary were hoping for 
but they took the innkeeper up on the deal                  
anyways. It was better than being on the street, for 
sure. 
 

Pray:  

Dear God, let us always make room in our hearts and 
our lives for those you send.  Let us watch out for the 
homeless and help them.  Thank you for sending Jesus 
as a helpless baby so we’d know that we are called to 
be the helpers and the caretakers.    Amen. 
 

Read:  

Luke 2:6-7 



December 15: Angel Song 

 

Say Aloud:  

The angel came upon some shepherds, probably just 
young boys, and said “Do not be afraid!”  The angels 
are great at telling people to not be afraid but I bet the 
shepherds were afraid anyways.  They were used to 
being ignored and thought of as not important and 
then these Heavenly creatures appear out of              
nowhere?  I would be afraid if I were them.  But the   
angel goes on and tells them the good news.  “Jesus is 
born.  And he’s born for you.  Jesus won’t forget the  
little guys.” 

 

Pray:  

Dear God, thank you for remembering everybody. 
Thank you for including the shepherds in the good 
news.  Now we know that no matter how little we are, 
Jesus means good news for us too.   Amen. 

 

Read:  

Luke 2:8-14 

December 16: Angel Chorus 
 
Say Aloud:  
After the shepherds heard the good news from the   
angel, a multitude (a whole lot) of angels showed up 
and sang.  Can you imagine what that looks like? First 
the angels praised God in their song and then sang 
their hope that people would find peace.  What do you 
think their angel song sounded like?  Do angels sing 
accapella (without instruments) or did they bring harps 
with them? 
 
Pray:  
Dear God, Thank you for sending the angels to the 
shepherds.  I pray that we can all sing praises to God 
and then work toward peace on Earth. 
 
Read:  
Luke 2:13-14 



December 17: Shepherds 
 
Say Aloud:  
Yesterday we read about the angels calling to the 
shepherds.  If an angel came to you, what would you 
do?  Could you just drop what you were doing and run 
to Bethlehem?  Who would let the dogs out?  Who 
would finish your school work?   The shepherds 
dropped their jobs and ran to Bethlehem.  They           
focused on what the angels had sung to them and they 
held tight to the hope of a savior.  Jesus was worth 
dropping all the other stuff for.   
 
Pray:  
Thank you God for sending us the good message about 
Jesus.  Please help us drop what we are doing to 
praise you and go find out about Jesus.  Amen 
 
Read:  
Luke 2:15-17 

December 18: Hope  
 
Say Aloud:   
When we light the advent candles, we start at week one 
with Hope. Hope can be defined as a pleasant feeling 
when you think something will happen. Hope can lift  
us up when we are sad. We can look to the future and 
find reasons to hope.  Hope can also be defined as a 
feeling of trust. You can trust that things will happen 
and that gives you hope. Trust is something that we 
can have in God. God fulfills promises and always 
watches over us. Knowing that God is with us should 
fill you with hope. Knowing that Jesus is coming this 
very Christmas and all Christmases can also fill our 
hearts with hope for a brighter future through Jesus. 
 
Pray:   
Thank you God for giving us hope, even in the darkest 
of times. May we trust you and help others find hope in 
You. Amen. 
 
Read: 
Jeremiah 29:11 



December 19: Love 
  
Say Aloud:  
On the second week of Advent we celebrate love. Love 
can be defined in so many ways. At Christmas, we 
strive to show an unselfish love like Jesus’ love for us. 
Love here means you give things away with no need to 
be recognized or rewarded. You love other people and 
act in a way that benefits them without wishing for 
things for yourself. Love like this is hard in a country 
built on buying things and having the most 
things.  What if there were no gifts on Christmas 
Day?  Wouldn’t there still be Christmas?  Then      
Christmas can’t really be about the gifts at all but      
instead about the people giving and receiving those 
gifts. 
 
Pray:   
Dear God, Thank you for loving us. May we love one 
another more this coming year than we did last 
year. May we show people your love through the    
kindness acts we do.  Amen. 
 
Read:  
John 13:34  

December 20: Joy 
 
Say Aloud:  
The third candle we light during advent is the candle of 
Joy.  When you get a gift on Christmas, how long does 
it make you happy?  A few days?  A week?  Do you even 
remember 3 gifts you got last year?  Happiness over 
things is often over so quickly.  We feel good, but only 
for the moment.  Joy is different than that.  Joy is a 
happy feeling that lasts.  It can even last your entire 
life.  When Jesus came as a baby, he wanted to bring 
us joy.  He wanted to fill our hearts with happiness that 
would last.  It lasts because Jesus will be in your heart 
forever.  Jesus is a gift that won’t get forgotten or     
broken.  Jesus is our forever gift that fills our heart 
with joy. 
 
Pray:  
Dear God, thank you for putting joy deep into our 
heart.  May we often remember the gift you gave us in 
Jesus and may we fill others with Your joy.  Amen. 
 
Read:  
Isaiah 55:12 



December 21: Peace 
 
Say Aloud:  
On the fourth week of advent, we light the candle of 
peace.  Ironic that we light the peace candle so close to 
Christmas.  Now that Christmas is just days away, 
there is little peace to be found in a house.  The kids 
are barely sleeping.  The adults are working, and   
shopping and wrapping.  And don’t forget the baking 
and the homemade gifts and the… (I could go on and 
on).  How can you find peace when there is so much to 
DO?  But God knows that you are so busy and focused 
on maybe not so important things.  That is why God 
says, “Woah there.  Slow down for a minute.”  God 
knows you need to pull back on the craziness and  
busyness and remember why we celebrate Christmas 
at all.  Tonight as a family, take a moment and talk to 
God together.  Thank God for your many blessings and 
let God help you find peace for Christmas. 
 
Pray:  
(Say what is on your hearts)  Amen. 
 
Read:  
John 16:33 

December 22: Why do we give gifts 
 
Say Aloud:   
Do you know the wise men? What did they bring to   
Jesus? Why did they bring those gifts? To honor Jesus 
as a king. To show Jesus was special. So why do you 
give gifts? We aren’t honoring each other as royalty but 
we are showing honor. If you give gifts to your parents 
and siblings, you are saying, “You are important to me 
and I love you.” When you give gifts to a teacher you 
are saying, “Your hard work is important to me and I 
appreciate what you do for me.” The gifts we give still 
let people know that they are special. On Christmas we 
sometimes get caught up in giving the best gift but   
instead we need to focus on being the best giver. Do 
people know that you give your gifts with a full 
heart? When you give gifts with a heart of love, you are 
honoring those around you and then you are the wise 
men and women.   
 
Pray:   
Dear Jesus, thank you for being the perfect gift to us 
on Christmas. May we give to others the way you have 
given to us. 
 
Read:   
Matthew 2:1-12 



December 23: Book of Matthew 
 
Say Aloud: 
The Christmas story is a little different in Matthew and 
Luke. I invite you today to read Matthew 1:18-
2:12.  What did you think would be here that is       
missing? What part of the story did you enjoying    
hearing most? 
 
Pray:  
Thank you God for Jesus.  Thank you for the Bible so 
we can learn more about Him and You.  Amen. 
 
Read:   
Matthew 1:18-2:12 

December 24: Jesus Is Born 
 
Say Aloud:   
Today I invite you to read the Christmas story in 
Luke. You won’t find any wise men there but you will 
get the innkeeper and Elizabeth. Perhaps your family 
can start a tradition of reading the Christmas story 
from Luke every Christmas Eve. My prayer for you is 
that this season has showed you hope, joy, love and 
peace and that you will take the gift of Jesus and keep 
it in your heart all of your life.   
 
Pray:  Thank you Jesus for being born.  Happy       
birthday!  Amen! 
 
Read:  
Luke 1:26-2:20 
 
 

I wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
- Miss Andrea 


